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“Where are you from? 

This is probably the first question we ask a stranger on the first encounter.  It is the ice-breaker that precludes the beginning of a friendship or relationship.  It is a phrase that opens doors to newly found acquaintances.

Norbert Attard’s site-specific installation is a statement about globalisation, multiculturalism and diversity.  It is a series of honest, unadulterated and revealing portraits where the subjects’s gaze engages us and seems to be asking us the same question of where are we from and in the process inviting us to join this eclectic mix of lifestyles and to participate actively in breaking down the negative perceptions of physical appearance and race.

Each portrait is executed with great economy of design and Attard has made clever choices with regards to the unobtrusive yet sometimes colourful backgrounds that in many instances complement the sitter and his/her lifestyle. The attire, accessories and any other props all add up to create this vibrant piece.  

The installation itself is quite impressive in dimensions.  With each panel measuring 2.5m X 2m, the life-size dimensions of the protagonists and the effect of the back lighting make this work pulsate with life.  It is like a throbbing heartbeat of one community that lives together in harmony. Wrapped around the site, it hangs like a huge tapestry, woven out of the very fabric of life.

This is a celebration of diversity where colour, sex and religion are not deterrents to dialogue but catalysts for unification.
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